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"The spirit of Tattva is to recognise a spark of interest, a small
ember of ambition, and kindle it to the point where it can go on to
reach its full, glowing potential. One of the unique ways we do
this is to entrench mentoring relationships from the very
beginning, providing each selected applicant with someone who
will nurture their ideas whilst holding them accountable for the
responsibilities of being a Tattva participant."
 
- Dr Vibhuti Patel, Mentor
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Tattva is an independent, non-profit
literature organisation that nurtures and

connects authors who impact the world with
Indian cultural ideas. It seeks to bring

genuine diversity to the worlds of literature
and publishing.

 
The Tattva Authorship Programme is a part-
funded scholarship that is run by Tattva on

an annual basis.
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Tattva
Building people and projects

 

Our mission is to nurture authors who can
impact the world with Indian cultural ideas
through contemporary literature and
publishing.
 
Core people-focused activities include:
 
Tattva | Network
Every four months, a growing network of
authors meet to learn, share and work
together on new ideas.
 
Tattva | Authorship Programme
The flagship programme springboards
aspiring authors through workshops,
toolkits, mentoring and publishing
opportunities.
 
Tattva | Masterclasses
Regional writing masterclasses in
collaboration with grassroots
organisations. 
 

Nurturing People
Tattva has a strong focus on curating
literature projects through incoming
proposals and commissions.
 
Core project-focused activities include:
 
Tattva | Press
An independent publishing house for single-
author books and multi-author anthologies.
 
Tattva | Partner Platforms
Working with literary and media platforms to
spread the work of the network.
 
Tattva | Events
Organising and collaborating with regional
organisations to hold book launches and
readings.
 

Curating Projects
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"We all have a choice. Either we remain as passive
consumers of stories, or, we take the arduous journey
of self-exploration, overcome our inner contrarians,
and, with a concentrated shot of perseverance, we
transition to becoming Creators of stories."
- Vidhu Sharma, 2017 Graduate
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Tattva Authorship Programme

 

A five-month programme for aspiring
authors who want to explore and publish
on topics related to Indic culture and
values.
 
Through a structured set of workshops,
toolkits and mentoring, participants will
be guided through a process from
ideation to impact.
 
This year, 12 scholarships shall be
awarded.

Programme Overview

Participant outcomes

By the end of the programme, each
participant will:
 
- have understood the various
dimensions of creativity, authorship and
thought leadership
- be accomplished in various styles and
skills of writing and communication.
- have gained in-depth knowledge on a
particular topic area and have developed
a book proposal.
- have built a personal brand and
following.
- have the opportunity to pitch their
proposal to Tattva Press.

The programme has a mixed method of
teaching, including:
 
- Seven in-person days spread across the
five month period.
- an online communication and learning
portal for assignments and mentoring.
 
Expected commitment will be 4-5 hours per
week.

Delivery Methods

April - September  2020
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Aspiring applicants register their
interest.
They will be sent an application form
to be completed by midnight on 26th
February.
Successful applicants will be
informed by 8th March.

1.

2.

3.

 
Note, due to the sheer volume of
applications, we cannot give any
personalised feedback.

Application Process

Fees
The programme is part-funded through
donations. This relieves much of the
financial burden off the individual
participants who will pay a small portion
of the total programme fee.
 
Cost to participant: £285
 
This includes:
- all programme content and resources
(except where otherwise stated)
 
This excludes:
- personal expenditure
- travel costs
- food (except where otherwise stated)
- accommodation
 
Once a place has been confirmed, the
participant has 48 hours to complete a
non-refundable payment (in full) in order
to secure a place.

Each applicant must:
 
- attend all mandatory in-person days (as
outlined below).
- commit 4-5 hours per week of self-study
and distance learning assignments.
- have a compelling and unique topic idea
that is related to enhancing Indian culture
with the aspiration to get it published.
- have an affinity to the integrity of Indian
culture, India and the Indian diaspora.
- be fluent in written and spoken English.
- ideally, have written before.
- be a team player.
- have the time, space and humility to
commit to a structured programme.

Application Criteria
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"Creativity is hard when done alone. That's
why we invest in one another."
 
- Rajiv Chandegra
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Creativity, Skills and
Ideas

 

The first weekend is a crucial opener and sets the stage for not only the
programme, but one’s ongoing creative journey. 
 
Day1: You'll be introduced to the Tattva curriculum and methodology. There will
be a strong focus on exploring the creative mindset and learning the
fundamentals of thought leadership. 
 
Day 2: On the second day, there will be workshops on 'Research Skills,
'Argument Formation' And 'Narrative writing: An
Introduction'.
 
By the end of this weekend, every participant will have nurtured a confident
mindset, a clear personal roadmap and consolidation of their skills.
 
 

Sat 4th April - Sun 5th April, Birmingham
Days 1&2
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"What I found remarkable about the process was that I
managed to produce five pieces of literature in just 16
weeks. This is something I could never imagine doing
on my own"
 - Tejal Pankhania, 2018 Graduate
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"A mentor is someone who has their interests vested in your
interests, with no motive but your own growth and flourishing. 
A mentor inspires, pushes, challenges and guides. Through our
humility we become open to being coached. Indeed the bond
between a mentor and a mentee is sacred".
 
- Bhavin Tailor, Mentor
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Compelling storytelling,
co-creation and pitching

 

This second weekend is an opportunity to learn from expert storytellers in the
industry whilst being able to share and gain feedback on your ideas in a 'co-
creative' way. This will also be an introduction to the wider Network.
 
Day 3: There will be training on storytelling techniques, which will help you
construct compelling non-fiction pieces of work (including investigative
journalism, non-fiction books and biographies).
 
Day 4: You will join the wider Tattva Network to share your main book idea and
experiences. You will get an opportunity to pitch your idea to the network who,
in turn, will offer constructive critique to develop your thinking. The day will also
include a network member modelling their pitch, ready for the next weekend.

Sat 23rd May - Sun 24th May, [Location TBC]
Day 3 & 4
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A flourishing society is marked by its ability to critique,
debate and communicate new ideas. Societies that stifle
curiosity and stamp out debate get stuck in the past and
remain closed to new ways of being. 
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Build a personal brand

 

You will attend one of the two days. The day will be determined at the
second weekend.
 
On this day, you will pitch your idea to the Editorial Team of Tattva
Press. You will come ready with a book proposal which you would've
developed over the course of the preceding weeks. 
 
The programme supports the individual in gaining skills, knowledge and
confidence. Tattva Press then takes the author and their idea to market.
In the marketplace, one creates public impact.
 
This day is a pivotal part of your journey. It will test, not only the
robustness of your proposal, but also its marketability. By the end of
this day you would have developed a public profile.

Sat 20th June or Sun 21st June, London
Day 5
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"Tattva offered me guided discipline. For years, I
was thinking about writing on Politics, but I never
found the time, confidence or support. And now, I've
written my first book and already preparing for my
second."
- Kishan Bhatt, 2019 Graduate
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"Tattva not only allowed me to write with full
clarity and confidence but also enabled me to
embrace my contrarian views as part of my
ongoing learning" 
- Paven Sharma, 2017 Graduate
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Graduation,
Reflection and the
Future

 You will come to this final weekend with your manuscript completed,
having used your training to work on it in the months since
 
Day 6: This is a day of reflection. Previous participants found this to be
an extremely rewarding part of the programme. You'll share your
journey with others and your final piece of writing. This will also mark
the official completion of the programme.
 
Day 7: This day is about the future. It will be an opportunity to set goals
for your journey hereafter.

Sat 5th Sept - Sun 6th Sept, [Location TBC]
Days 6 & 7
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